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First settled in 1829 upon the Kalamazoo 

River, the city’s namesake, the city was incor-
porated in 1885, midway between Detroit and 
Chicago. 

Over the past 125 years, Kalamazoo has 
made a name for itself as a pioneer in the 
health sciences, industry, and higher edu-
cation. The city is the birthplace of many clas-
sic American icons, such as Gibson Guitars, 
Shakespeare fishing rods, and Checker taxi 
cabs. As a leader in the medical field, Kala-
mazoo is also home to the Upjohn Company, 
the longtime pharmaceutical manufacturer, 
and Stryker Corporation, a global leader in the 
development of medical implants, equipment, 
and technologies. While many changes have 
come to the region over the years, hard work 
and innovation remain hallmarks of the local 
economy. 

More recently, Kalamazoo attracted national 
recognition for the groundbreaking ‘‘Kala-
mazoo Promise,’’ a pledge made by a group 
of anonymous area donors to pay the tuition 
for graduates of Kalamazoo’s public schools to 
attend any of the state’s public colleges or uni-
versities. This philanthropic model has since 
been adopted in states across the country with 
great success. 

Kalamazoo is home to Western Michigan 
University, the fourth largest higher education 
institution in our state as well as Kalamazoo 
College, one of the nation’s oldest and most 
respected higher education institutions dedi-
cated to the liberal arts. Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College has distinguished itself as 
a national leader in the development of alter-
native energy and other important tech-
nologies. 

Over the years, Kalamazoo has also earned 
a reputation as a community passionately 
dedicated to the arts, a reflection of its cultural 
diversity and exceptional level of community 
engagement. Kalamazoo has also produced 
and attracted its share of national celebrities, 
including New York Yankees’ Derek Jeter, 
Green Bay Packers’ Greg Jennings, Seattle 
Seahawks’ T.J. Duckett, and American Idol fa-
vorite Matt Giraud. 

Despite the great economic challenges 
faced by our state, the people of Kalamazoo 
have continued to work together, as they al-
ways have, for the benefit of their entire com-
munity. This has been the secret to the city’s 
long success and an example for other com-
munities to replicate. 

Again, it is my honor to stand today in rec-
ognition of the City of Kalamazoo for its rich 
125 year history. Here is to the next 125 
years. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARY 
BUXTON WARD 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Mary Buxton Ward, a woman of 
valor and commitment who died on Tuesday, 
March 2nd in Princeton, New Jersey. She is 
mourned by her daughters, Shelley Rhodes 
and Heather Ward, her two grandsons, Justin 
and Shane Rhodes, and all who knew her and 
admired her life of service. 

After serving with the State Department in 
Libya, Panama and Hong Kong, Mary returned 

to the United States and eventually settled in 
Princeton in the 1960’s. For 16 years she 
served as the Executive Director of the Prince-
ton Art Association, before leaving to work 
with the Coalition for Nuclear Disarmament as 
Secretary and Assistant Director for six years. 
She retired in 2004 from the University Med-
ical Center at Princeton after 20 years of serv-
ice in various capacities. 

But it was for her role as a volunteer and 
activist that Mary Ward deserves to be re-
membered. Never one to sit back and watch, 
Mary made her presence and her ideals felt. 
She was arrested several times for dem-
onstrating in support of civil rights, withdrawal 
from Vietnam, and nuclear disarmament. Her 
protest against nuclear testing at the Nevada 
Test Site in 1986 resulted in a 5–day jail sen-
tence. She was never afraid to fight for what 
she believed was right. 

Mary Ward was a life-long advocate for jus-
tice. During her years in Princeton, she served 
on the boards of Nuclear Dialogue, Coalition 
for Peace Action, Federated Art Associations 
of New Jersey, Teamwork Dance, and as a 
volunteer member of the court-appointed Child 
Placement Review Board of Mercer County. 
She also volunteered with Centurion Min-
istries, an advocacy group for those unjustly 
imprisoned. 

Mary Ward was not a famous woman, but 
she was the kind of principled, committed cit-
izen that makes America stronger. The world 
is a better place because of her. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF BERTEL 
WACHTER HERZ 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Mrs. Bertel Wachter Herz, 
an extraordinary woman who overcame war 
and the death of loved ones to become a suc-
cessful entrepreneur in Memphis, Tennessee. 
She was born to Pepi and Bernhard Wachter 
on January 4, 1907 in Stolberg, Germany. 

Bertel Wachter Herz was the eldest of 
seven children, and the first to emigrate to the 
United States. Mrs. Herz first arrived in New 
York in April of 1939, and subsequently 
moved to Memphis with her husband, Arthur 
Sauerbrunn, at the request of Arthur’s cousin, 
Phillip Belz. After settling in Memphis, Bertel 
worked to bring four of her siblings to the 
United States, providing refuge from the de-
struction of World War II and, thus, preventing 
the tragic fate that had already taken her par-
ents and eldest brother. 

Mrs. Herz, being accustomed to the working 
realm, found life for women in 1940’s America 
unsatisfying. Realizing she had a natural talent 
for retail, Bertel opened a shop on Union Ave-
nue called Trousseau, a shop that still con-
tinues to provide sophisticated, European-style 
lingerie and linens. Her elegant pieces ap-
pealed to many brides, mothers and families, 
which furthered Bertel’s reputation for her ex-
quisite taste and distinguished vision. Devoted 
employees and loyal customers alike always 
had nothing but the best to say about Mrs. 
Herz, who worked tirelessly until her retire-
ment at age 95. 

Bertel Herz was known as a woman who 
lived by a code of integrity, loyalty and love for 

her family. Her persistence and indomitable 
spirit served as an inspiration to her daughter 
and granddaughters to be strong, inde-
pendent, assertive women. Even today, the 
third generation of women in her family con-
tinues to manage Trousseau, which will be 
celebrating its 61st anniversary this year. 

On March 14, 2010, Mrs. Herz passed away 
at 103 years of age. She is survived by her 
daughter, Eden, two granddaughters, Amy 
Friedman and Pesha Izenberg, and her sister, 
Regina Farber. Mrs. Herz will be remembered 
by her fellow Memphians for her hard work, 
dedication and service to Memphis. 
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RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION OF LETTER CAR-
RIERS AND THEIR 18TH ANNUAL 
‘‘STAMP OUT HUNGER’’ FOOD 
DRIVE 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Lone Star Branch No. 132 of the National As-
sociation of Letter Carriers as they prepare for 
their 18th annual ‘‘Stamp Out Hunger’’ food 
drive. 

During the ‘‘Stamp Out Hunger’’ food drive, 
letter carriers collect nonperishable food dona-
tions along their routes for the North Texas 
Food Bank and food pantries. Last year they 
collected more than 73 million pounds of food 
in one day, and by so doing, they helped to 
feed some of the neediest people in North 
Texas. Their hard work is greatly appreciated, 
and I extend my sincere thanks for their ef-
forts. 

Often considered America’s ‘‘hidden’’ epi-
demic, hunger is a problem that affects nu-
merous individuals across the country. In 
2008, roughly 49 million Americans were food 
insecure, meaning that they were unsure as to 
whether or not they would have access to 
food. Additionally, it is important to note that 
African-American and Hispanic households ex-
perience food insecurity at a much higher rate 
than the national average. For this reason, 
events like the ‘‘Stamp Out Hunger’’ food drive 
are incredibly important in helping end this 
tragic problem. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage my fellow col-
leagues to join me today in recognizing the ef-
forts of Lone Star Branch No. 132 of the Na-
tional Association of Letter Carriers for their 
efforts in helping to end hunger in North Texas 
and across the country. 
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A TRIBUTE TO LANCE CORPORAL 
TYLER OWEN GRIFFIN 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise in tribute to an American patriot and fallen 
Connecticut son. A native of Voluntown, Lance 
Corporal Tyler Owen Griffin was killed on April 
1, 2010 while supporting combat operations in 
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. He was 19 
years old. 
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